Summarized Report of the 38th Session of the United Nations Statistical Commission from 27 February to 2 March, in New York, USA
1. Purpose of the Conference
The United Nations Statistical Commission brings together the Chief Statisticians from member states. It is the highest decision making body for international statistical activities especially the setting of statistical standards, the development of concepts and methods and their implementation at the national and international level. The Statistical Commission considers special issues of concern in international statistical development, methodological issues, coordination and integration of international statistical programmes, support of technical cooperation activities in statistics and organizational matters.
2. Date of 27 February 2007 (10.30 am – 1.00 pm)
Opening of the session
Item 1: Election of officers
Item 2: Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters
Item 3: Items for discussion and decision
Item 3 (a): Programme review: education statistics 
Item 3 (b): Population and housing censuses 

3. Date of 27 February 2007 (3.00 pm – 6.00 pm)
Item 3 (c): Disability measurement

Item 3 (d): Information and communication technology statistics 
Item 3 (e): Agricultural statistics 
Item 3 (f): National accounts 

4. Date of 28 February 2007 (10.00 am – 1.00 pm)

Item 3 (g): Integrated economic statistics 
Item 3 (h): Environmental accounting 
Item 3 (i): International economic and social classifications 
5. Date of 28 February 2007 (3.00 pm – 6.00 pm)

Item 3 (j): Measurement issues in national statistical offices: access

to microdata
Item 3 (k): Development indicators

Item 3 (l): Statistical capacity-building

Item 3 (m): International Comparison Programme 

In this part (5) of the session the delegate of SESRTCIC made an intervention in the discussion with the following speach:
“Thank you Mr. Chairman. I want to inform the delagates that SESRTCIC is working on a computer program which will enable the data transfer from National Statistical Offices (NSO) of the OIC member countries to the web site of SESRTCIC. We hope that the project will be over within 6 months and cooperation with NSO of OIC member countries will start. We will consider the principles and guidelines presented in these documents. Thank you.”  
6. Date of 1 March 2007 (8.45 am – 9.45 am)

Seminar on “Innovative IT Approaches - Survey processing and data presentation”
Two softwares, Blaise and PC-Axis/PX-Web were presented in this seminar. The documents distributed in the seminar had been transmitted to the computer center of SESRTCIC.   
7. Date of 1 March 2007 (10.00 am – 1.00 pm)

Item 4: Items for information
Item 4 (a): Migration statistics 
Item 4 (b): Health statistics 
Item 4 (c): Industrial statistics 
Item 4 (d): Distributive-trade statistics 
Item 4 (e): Energy statistics 
Item 4 (f): Finance statistics 

Item 4 (g): Price statistics 

Item 4 (h): Coordination and integration of statistical programmes

Item 4 (i): Common open standards for the exchange and sharing of

data and metadata
Item 4 (j): Follow-up to Economic and Social Council policy

decissions
8. Date of 1 March 2007 (2.00 pm – 3.00 pm)

Seminar on “Dialogue on Statistical Development with International Agencies”

The event was intended to encourage an exchange between national chief statisticians and international agencies on existing and planned initiatives in statistical capacity building. Moreover, this was an opportunity for international agencies to present an overview of their programmes and for country representatives to provide a feedback based on their needs and experience. In order to utilize this opportunity the delegate of SESRTCIC gave the following information about the training programmes of SESRTCIC:


“Thank you Mr. Chairman. I want to inform the delegates that in order to determine the needs and capacities of the National Statistical Offices (NSO) of the OIC member countries, SESRTCIC made a survey where the centre tried to find out on which subjects the NSO of a country needs training and on which subjects it can provide training. Then the centre matched the needs and the capacities. According to the programme an expert from the country which declares capacity goes to the country which declares the need and gives the training. The financial support is provided by SESRTCIC. The Centre completed two training programmes in February 2007. An expert from Palestine gave the training in Yemen and an expert from Turkey gave the training in Azerbaijan. The Centre has 10 more programmes till the end of September. If the NSO of the OIC member countries respond to our questionnaires in the future, the center can include them in the programme also. Thank you.”     
9. Date of 2 March 2007 (10.00 am – 1.00 pm)

Item 5: Programme questions (United Nations Statistics Division) 
Item 6: Provisional agenda and dates for the thirty-ninth session

of the Commission
Item 7: Report of the Commission on its thirty-eighth session

Closing of the session

10. Special Conversations

The delagate of SESRTCIC had special conversations with the delegates of Palestine, OECD, World Bank, FAO and Arab Institute for Training and Research in Statistics in various occasions about the future possibilities of cooparations. Moreover, with the delagate of Palestine, the training programme in which Palestine was involved as the provider of the expert who would give the training in Yemen was evaluated. With OECD the issue was the Second OECD World Forum on Statistics, Knowledge and Policy which will be held in Istanbul in June 2007. SESRTCIC is among the sponsers of this forum.      
