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The Statistical, Economic and Social Research and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRIC), more commonly known within the Islamic Community as the Ankara Centre, was founded as a subsidiary organ of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in pursuance of Resolution No. 2/8-E adopted by the Eighth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers (ICFM), held in Tripoli in May 1977. The Centre started its activities in Ankara on 1 June 1978. 
The basic mandate drawn up for SESRIC is threefold:

1) To collate, process and disseminate socio-economic statistics and information on and for the utilisation of the member countries,

2) To study and evaluate the economic and social developments in the member countries to help generate proposals that will initiate and enhance cooperation among them, and

3) To organise training programmes in selected fields geared to the needs of the member countries as well as to the general objectives of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference.

Within the framework of the implementation of the above-mentioned mandate, the Centre serves as the major socio-economic information bank on and for the OIC member countries. It also acts as the main socio-economic research organ of the OIC whereby it is assigned the task of preparing the main economic and social reports and background documents for the multitude of economic, social and technical cooperation meetings and conferences held at different levels under the umbrella of the OIC. In addition, the Centre assumes the role of the focal point for the technical cooperation activities and projects between the OIC system and the related UN agencies. 

After three decades of existence and active involvement, within the framework of its field of specialisation, in the common effort towards the realisation of the noble objectives of the OIC, SESRIC is increasingly solicited to put its accumulated experience and acquired know-how at the service of the Organisation and its member countries as reflected in the ever-expanding scope of activities it carries out in the areas of statistics, research and training as follows:
Statistical Activities:
The Statistics and Information Department of the Centre is mainly responsible for collecting, processing and disseminating socio-economic statistics and information on and for the utilisation of the OIC Member States. The time series data on 250 socio-economic indicators under 17 categories for the 57 OIC Member States, dating back to 1970, are collected either from national or international statistical sources and disseminated through the statistical database of the Centre BASEIND after been processed. The data collection process from national sources is undertaken using, inter alia, an online data submission interface for the National Statistical Organizations (NSOs) in both English and Arabic. Through this interface it is possible for the NSOs to submit new data and update the missing ones.

An interactive and dynamic motion chart module, called SESRIC Motion Charts (SMC) is integrated with BASEIND Database. The SMC Module allows the users to dynamically explore the trends of several indicators over time, based on statistical data stored in the BASEIND Database. One other product which too depends on the BASEIND Database is the Thematic Maps on OIC Member Countries. The thematic maps display the comparative situation of the OIC Member States for the given theme with varying colours. The bar/line charts also accompany these maps to display the Top 10 OIC Member States for the theme of concern and performance of the OIC as one group compared to the World, Developed and Developing Countries during a specific time interval.

The Centre devotes a large portion of its resources to providing the necessary statistical data and background information that would make the Member States better informed of each other’s potentials and needs and, thus, facilitates their elaboration of cooperation projects and integration schemes. In this connection, the Statistics and Information Department regularly sends questionnaires to the NSOs of the OIC Member States to be fully furnished with the necessary data before determining their potentials and needs for statistics- related subjects. The Centre, then, makes arrangements, adhered to the priority level, for training programmes deemed to be of tangible contribution to the statistical capacity building activities in the Member States based on the responses received back from the Member States to these questionnaires.

In addition to many reports and documents produced in a comparative manner to assist the policy makers in the Member States, the department publishes two major publications periodically: Statistical Yearbook of OIC Member Countries and Basic Facts and Figures on OIC Member Countries. The Statistical Yearbook of the OIC Member Countries is being published since 1980 and presents time series data and trends of some of the important indicators for all of the fifty-seven Member Countries for the last decade on categories like demography, labour force, health, education, agriculture, energy, transportation, communication, tourism, exports, imports, public finance, money and prices, national accounts and international finance. On the other hand, Basic Facts and Figures on OIC Member Countries includes data only for a basic set of socio-economic indicators for all of the fifty-seven Member Countries for the most recent year available.
Statistics and Information Department is responsible for following up the implementation of the activities of the OIC Statistical Working Group (SWG). The SWG started its activities after its First Meeting held at the Headquarters of IDB on 25-26 March 2008. The SWG aims at developing a framework for coordinating statistical activities among the OIC Institutions and the NSOs of the OIC Member States to ensure consistency in statistical practices, prevent duplications and facilitate improved interaction with the Member States. It also aims at identify the procedures and guidelines for OIC-level data collection, data processing, data dissemination, statistical publications and statistical capacity building activities. 

In addition to these, the Department is responsible for updating the information captured in Directory of NSOs, Roster of Statistics Experts, Roster of Environmental Experts and Press Releases from NSOs.

Research Activities:
In its capacity as the main socio-economic research organ of the OIC, the Centre undertakes research activities on various issues of concern to the OIC member countries with a view to analysing the prevailing situation at the OIC level and suggesting the appropriate policy actions that need to be taken in order to face the challenges and strengthen the intra-Islamic cooperation in the concerned areas. The research activities of the Centre include issues such as the major macroeconomic developments in the member countries and the world as well as those related to the ten priority areas/sectors of cooperation identified in the OIC Plan of Action and those stipulated by the OIC Ten-Year Programme of Action such as poverty eradication, environment, education, agriculture, industry, energy, foreign trade, tourism, etc. 
In so doing, the Centre undertakes extensive assignments to prepare technical background reports and papers on several issues placed on the agenda of various related OIC conferences and meetings. Some of these reports are prepared on an annual basis such as the Annual Economic Report on the OIC Member Countries and the Economic Problems of the Least Developed and Land Locked OIC Countries. Others are prepared as background reports to the relevant Islamic ministerial conferences such as the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Tourism (see International Tourism in the OIC Countries: Prospects and Challenges), the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research (see Education: Prospects and Challenges in the OIC Member Countries and Academic Rankings of Universities in the OIC Member Countries), the Islamic Conference of Ministers of Environment (see Environmental Sustainability in OIC Member Countries, Environmental Performance of OIC Member Countries and Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol: Implications for The OIC Member Countries) and the Islamic conference of Ministers of Health (see Tobacco Control in OIC Member Countries).
In the light of the vision of the OIC Ten-Year Programme of Action and within the framework of its research activities, the Centre gives special attention to the major development problems and challenges facing the OIC member countries, particularly the least-developed and poor countries. In this context, the Centre has prepared a number of reports related to poverty eradication in the OIC member countries (see Poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa: The Situation in the OIC Member Countries, Food Security and Poverty Alleviation Initiative in the OIC Member States of Sub-Saharan Africa: A Preamble to Cassava Integrated Project and Microfinance Institutions in the OIC Member Countries).
In an attempt to enhance the efforts of the Centre to provide the necessary and up-to-date information and knowledge that would make the member countries better informed of each other’s capacities and needs as well as challenges and potentials towards higher economic integration, the Centre prepares short outlook reports on various socio-economic development topics related to the OIC member countries (OIC Outlook Series). Using the Centre’s main database “BASEIND”, these reports cover various socio-economic categories and present statistical information and analytical investigations as well as some policy implications on the topics in question. 

Journal of Economic Cooperation and Development, which is a quarterly periodical published by the Centre since 1979, is a journal of applied research in development economics aims at enhancing cooperation among the members of the OIC. The material published in it derives mainly from contributions by authors in the member countries and elsewhere of original papers that deal with important economic and social issues of concern to the OIC member countries. It gives special attention to papers that deal with the potentials for and possibilities of promoting and expanding economic and technical cooperation among the developing countries. 

Economic Cooperation and Development Review, which is a biannual periodical, features interviews with eminent personalities in the Islamic world and elsewhere, short articles on selected issues of economic growth, development and cooperation of immediate interest to the member countries, summaries of selected papers and reports prepared by the Centre itself, brief papers and news on current economic developments in individual member countries, and a section on titles and reviews of recently published books. 
Finally, within the framework of its research mandate of following up the major developments in the world economy and their expected impacts on the economies of the member countries, the Centre has recently started to prepare a series of short monthly reports on the current global financial crisis with the aim of monitoring the developments related to the current global financial crisis at the global, regional and national levels. SESRIC Monthly Reports on the Current Global Financial Crisis focus on the impact of the crisis on the economies of the developing countries, including the OIC members, and highlight the actions taken by these countries to contain the negative impact of the crisis on their economies. 

Training and Technical Cooperation Activities:
SESRIC is the focal point for implementing and promoting coordination among relevant institutions in enhancing training activities in the OIC Member States, and plays a central role in enhancing cooperation network among the OIC Member States. To this end, the Centre undertakes strong and close cooperation and collaboration with the most relevant international and regional organisations in the field of training and technical cooperation with a view to provide high-level training opportunities to people from OIC Member States. In doing so, the Centre organises short-term training courses, workshops and seminars in various fields and areas of interest to the member countries. 

The OIC Vocational Education and Training Programme (OIC-VET) is a programme designed by the Centre in order to improve the quality of vocational education and training (VET) in the public and private sectors with the aim of supporting and enhancing the opportunities for individuals in the member countries to develop their knowledge and skills and thus to contribute to the development and competitiveness of the economies. It aims at improving the competencies and skills of the people according to the needs and priorities of labour markets through intra-OIC partnerships at institutional level. The Programme focuses on increasing accessibility and raising the quality of VET, and provides an opportunity for organizations involved in VET to build OIC partnerships, exchange best practices, increase the expertise of their staff and develop the skills and competencies of the participants. The Centre assumes the role of Executing Organ of the OIC-VET Programme. 
The Centre also undertakes the Capacity Building Programme (CBP) regarding the needs and capacities of the National Statistical Organisations (NSOs), Central Banks, and Capital Markets Authorities in the member states. The Programme is based on the analyses of these needs and capacities through the responses of the related questionnaires, and sending experts among these countries to perform the needed training programmes. Since 1981, the Centre has been organising short-term training programmes and workshops in selected fields of interest to the OIC Member States, in collaboration with national, regional and international institutions. Towards this end, the Centre also collaborates with the UN Specialised Agencies for the realisation of some of its training programmes.
The Centre also has been publishing a bulletin named "Training Opportunities in the Member Countries of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference" since 1986. The Centre has recently decided to develop this bulletin into a fully-automated process in which participation of the training institutions in the member states is enabled more efficiently. By assigning unique username & password, each training institution is given online access to this TROP Management Panel, so that they are themselves enabled to maintain, monitor and update information about available training programmes and ongoing activities of their institutions. Being a product of this e-bulletin, the Directory of Training Institutions includes a comprehensive collection of related training institutions.
The Centre also prepares the Training Cooperation E-Newsletter to inform visitors about all training and technical cooperation activities undertaken either by SESRIC or in collaboration with other regional and international institutions. The Training Cooperation E-Newsletter is a new semi-annual periodical of SESRIC targeting policy-makers, government officials, statistical organisations, central banks, capital markets authorities, and research and training institutions specifically in the OIC community and all other organisations and institutions of common interest worldwide. The E-Newsletter provides news on activities of training institutions and to that end provides in-depth information on best-practices achieved in the OIC Member States.   
The Centre  also actively involves and participates in the regular OIC-UN Coordination Meetings with a view to promote and enhance cooperation with the related UN Agencies, aiming at organizing joint activities that would add to the specialisation efforts of experts in general and play an important role in the improvement of human capital in member countries.

For all the publications of the Centre and the reports mentioned in this documents, please visit SESRIC website at: http://www.sesric.org
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